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David A. Katz is a partner at Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz in New York City, an adjunct professor at
New York University School of Law, and chair of the Board of Advisors of the NYU Law Institute for
Corporate Governance and Finance. Mr. Katz is a corporate attorney focusing on mergers and
acquisitions, corporate governance, shareholder activism and complex securities transactions, has
been involved in many major domestic and international merger, acquisition and buyout transactions,
strategic defense assignments and proxy contests, and has been involved in a number of complex
public and private offerings and corporate restructurings. He frequently counsels boards of directors

and board committees on corporate governance matters and crisis management.

Mr. Katz is co-chair of the Tulane Corporate Law Institute, teaches Corporate Governance and Mergers &
Acquisitions at New York University School of Law and previously co-taught joint law and business short
courses at Vanderbilt University Law School and Owen School of Management with former Delaware

Chief Justice Leo Strine, who is now of counsel at the Firm.

In addition to being chosen by The American Lawyer as one of the 45 highest performing members of the
private bar under the age of 45, The American Lawyer has selected him as a Dealmaker of the Year three
times; he has been named by the NACD Directorship as one of the 100 most influential players in
corporate governance numerous times; he has been named Lawyer of the Year by the Global M&A

Network, Who’s Who Legal’'s Mergers and Acquisitions Lawyer of the Year, Who’s Who Legal’s Corporate
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Governance Lawyer of the Year and Who's Who Legal’s Corporate Governance and M&A Lawyer of the
Year multiple times. Mr. Katz was elected by The American College of Governance Counsel as an
Inaugural Class Fellow and is a member of the American Law Institute, where he is an adviser on the

Restatement of the Law, Corporate Governance Project.

Mr. Katz serves as a member of the Board of Trustees at New York University (Executive Vice
Chairman), at NYU Langone Health System, and at New York University School of Law. He also
regularly writes a column on corporate governance for the New York Law Journal with his colleague Laura

Mclntosh.

Mr. Katz is a member of the American Bar Association, Section on Business Law, where he founded the
Committee on Mergers and Acquisitions Task Force on the Dictionary of M&A Terms and a member of
the Committee on Mergers and Acquisitions Subcommittee for Acquisitions of Public Companies. Mr.
Katz is also a member of the ABA Federal Securities Laws Committee, the New York State Bar
Association, the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, the Society for Corporate Governance

and the National Association of Corporate Directors.

Mr. Katz is a graduate of Brandeis University and New York University School of Law

Recent Publications

The Deepening DEI Dilemma, Risk & Compliance Magazine, April - June issue 2026

President Signs Executive Order Targeting Defense Contractors, NYU Law School’s Blog on Compliance

and Enforcement, January 20, 2026.

New Year, New Proxy Voting Landscape, in The Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance

and Financial Regulation, Friday, January 9, 2026.

Trump Issues Executive Order Targeting Proxy Advisors and Shareholder Proposals, in Harvard Law

School Forum on Corporate Governance, December 17,2025 and NYU Law School’s Blog on

Compliance and Enforcement, January 14, 2026.

EU Parliament Rejects Rollback in Sustainability Reporting, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate
Governance, October 25, 2025.
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Shareholder Activism: Ten Trends for 2026, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance,
October 16,2025 and NYU Law School’s Blog on Compliance and Enforcement, October 23, 2025.

The Forecast on Quarterly Reporting, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance,
September 27,2025 and New York Law Journal, September 30, 2025.

Wachtell Lipton Discusses Proposed End of Quarterly Reporting and Action on Shareholder Litigation, in

Columbia Law School’s Blog on Corporations and the Capital Markets, September 26, 2025

The “Big Three” Shift Approach to Stewardship, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance,

August 27,2025 and Columbia Law School’s Blog on Corporations and the Capital Markets, September
4,2025.

Corporate Governance Update: A Playbook for Unplanned CEO Transitions, in New York Law Journal,
May 22,2025.

The Tide Continues to Turn on the ESG Regulatory Front, in NYU Law School’s Blog on Compliance and
Enforcement, March 21, 2025.

Shareholder Activism - 2024 Review and 2025 Outlook, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate
Governance, March 14, 2025.

The DEI Dilemma, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, February 27, 2025.

District Court Rules BlackRock’s Inclusion as 401 (k) Investment Manager Breaches Company’s ERISA

Duty of Loyalty, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, January 14,2025 and

Columbia Law School’s Blog on Corporations and the Capital Markets, January 22, 2025.

BlackRock’s Voting Choice Program Expands to Accommodate Diverging Client Priorities with More

Tailored Voting Guidelines, in Columbia Law School’s Blog on Corporations and the Capital Markets, July
3,2024 and NYU Law School’s Blog on Compliance and Enforcement, July 11, 2024.

Corporate Governance Update: A Formative Period for Al Regulation, in New York Law Journal, January
24,2024.

Preparing for Activism After it Arrives is Too Late, in Los Angeles & San Francisco Daily Journal,
December 6, 2023.

Corporate Governance Update: Anticipating Activist Attacks, in Harvard Law School Forum on

Corporate Governance, April 23,2023.

Corporate Governance Update: ESG in 2023; Politics and Polemics, in New York Law Journal, January

25,2023 and Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, February 6, 2023.
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Cross-Border M&A - 2023 Checklist for Successful Acquisitions in the United States, in Harvard Law
School Forum on Corporate Governance, January 7,2023.

Delaware and Caremark: An Update, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, August 9,
2022.

Delaware Approves Permitting Exculpation of Officers from Personal Liability in Corporate Charters, in

Harvard Law School’s Forum on Corporate Governance, August 4, 2022 and Columbia Law School’s Blog

on Corporations and Capital Markets, August 9, 2022.

Corporate Governance Update: Regulatory Instability for Proxy Advisory Firms, in New York Law

Journal, July 27,2022 and Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, July 29, 2022.

Corporate Governance Update: Solving the Board Composition Puzzle, in New York Law Journal, May

25,2022 and Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, May 31, 2022.

Expanding on the SEC’s Proposal to Modernize Section 13(d) and (g) Beneficial Ownership Reporting, in

Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, April 14, 2022.

Corporate Governance Update: The SEC Takes Aim at the Public-Private Disclosure Gap, in New York

Law Journal, January 27,2022 and Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, January 28,
2022.

Cross-Border M&A - 2022 Checklist for Successful Acquisitions in the United States, in Harvard Law
School Forum on Corporate Governance and Financial Regulation, January 22, 2022.

Corporate Governance Update: Board Structure Is Key to Oversight, in New York Law Journal,

September 22,2021 and Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, September 27, 2021.

Corporate Governance Update: EESG Activism After ExxonMobil, in New York Law Journal, July 21,

2021 and Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, July 23, 2021.

Corporate Governance Update: SEC Regulation of ESG Disclosures, in New York Law Journal, May 26,

2021, Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, May 28, 2021 and Columbia Law School’s
Blog on Corporations and the Capital Markets, June 21, 2021.

Corporate Governance Update: "Materiality" in America and Abroad, in New York Law Journal, April 28,

2021 and Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance, May 1, 2021.

Corporate Governance Update: Integrating ESG Into Corporate Culture: Not Elsewhere, but

Everywhere, in New York Law Journal, March 24, 2021.
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Corporate Governance Update: Thank You, Chairman Clayton, in New York Law Journal, January 27,
2021.

Corporate Governance Update: Politics and Purpose in Corporate America, in New York Law Journal,
October 28, 2020.
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