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David M. Adlerstein is counsel in the Corporate Department at Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz. His
practice focuses on mergers and acquisitions, capital-raising transactions, corporate governance, and
other corporate and securities law matters, with a focus on financial institutions and technology
transactions. Mr. Adlerstein has worked on a broad array of public and private company acquisitions,
divestitures, joint ventures (including numerous credit card programs), securities offerings and
corporate governance matters. He is a member of the Firm’s Crypto Team and frequently writes and
speaks about blockchain technology, cryptocurrencies and smart contracts. He also provides counsel

to several nonprofit organizations on a pro bono basis.

Select recent representations include United Technologies in its separation into three independent
public companies, Cardworks in its announced $2.65 billion sale to Ally Financial and Capital One in its

credit card program with Walmart and sale of its $17 billion mortgage portfolio.

Bornin Cambridge, England, Mr. Adlerstein received a B.A. cum laude in Philosophy and History from
Brandeis University in 1994 and a M.A. in European Politics from Lund University in Lund, Sweden in
1999. He received his J.D. from Columbia Law School in 2002, where he was a notes editor of the

Columbia Law Review and a three-time Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.
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Prior to joining Wachtell Lipton as a corporate associate in 2005, Mr. Adlerstein was an associate at
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP. Before beginning his legal career, Mr. Adlerstein served as a sergeant in

the Paratroopers Brigade of the Israel Defense Forces.

Mr. Adlerstein is a member of The Economic Club of New York and The Wall Street Blockchain Alliance
and is Chair of the Financial Services Technology Joint Subcommittee of the ABA Business Law Section’s

Commercial Finance Committee and Private Equity & Venture Capital Committee.
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Risk Management and the Board of Directors, in Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance,
September 30, 2023.
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Regulation-By-Enforcement, in International Journal of Blockchain Law, July 13, 2023.

Wachtell Lipton Discusses Congressional Bill Proposing Comprehensive Cryptoasset Legal Framework,

in Columbia Law School’s Blog on Corporations and the Capital Markets, June 16, 2023.

SEC Halts Cryptoasset “Staking-As-A-Service” Program Amidst Tightening Regulatory Enforcement

Environment, in NYU Law School’s Blog on Compliance and Enforcement, February 28, 2023.

Crypto Bankruptcies Reveal Fault Lines in Asset Recovery, in International Journal of Blockchain Law,
Volume IV, December 2022.
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November 19, 2022.
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Cryptoassets at an Inflection Point, in NYU Law School’s Blog on Compliance and Enforcement, October
8,2021.

Why ICOs Could Eat Delaware's Lunch, in CoinDesk.com, April 21, 2018.

Regulatory Litigation, in Successful Partnering Between Inside and Outside Counsel, Robert L. Haig
editor-in-chief, published by Thomson Reuters 2021.

A 21st Century “Kodak Moment”: the Kodak and WENN Digital Security Token Sale, in Crowdfund
Insider, January 9, 2018.

The ICO Governance Deficit, in CoinDesk.com, September 10, 2017.

Are Smart Contracts Smart? A Critical Look at Basic Blockchain Questions, in CoinDesk.com, June 26,
2017.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS DEVELOPMENTS - The M&A Landscape: Financial Institutions
Rediscovering Themselves Amid Continued Regulatory Change, Intensifying Investor Activism and

Technological Disruption, in The Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance and Financial

Regulation, January 29, 2015.

WACHTELL, LIPTON, ROSEN & KATZ 51 West 52nd St. New York, NY 10019 /t. 212.403.1000 or 800.848.0301


https://clsbluesky.law.columbia.edu/2022/07/12/wachtell-lipton-discusses-legal-considerations-for-decentralized-autonomous-organizations/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2022/06/04/decentralized-governance-and-the-lessons-of-corporate-governance/
https://clsbluesky.law.columbia.edu/2022/06/06/wachtell-lipton-discusses-emerging-issues-in-decentralized-governance-and-the-lessons-of-corporate-governance/
https://clsbluesky.law.columbia.edu/2022/06/06/wachtell-lipton-discusses-emerging-issues-in-decentralized-governance-and-the-lessons-of-corporate-governance/
https://www.wlrk.com/webdocs/wlrknew/AttorneyPubs/WLRK.28160.22.pdf
https://www.wlrk.com/webdocs/wlrknew/AttorneyPubs/WLRK.28160.22.pdf
https://clsbluesky.law.columbia.edu/2022/02/23/wachtell-lipton-discusses-the-growing-enforcement-focus-on-cryptoassets/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2022/02/12/sec-proposes-cybersecurity-rules-for-registered-investment-advisers-and-funds/
https://wp.nyu.edu/compliance_enforcement/2021/10/08/cryptoassets-at-an-inflection-point/
https://www.coindesk.com/icos-eat-delawares-lunch
https://www.crowdfundinsider.com/2018/01/126899-21st-century-kodak-moment-kodak-wenn-digital-security-token-sale/
https://www.coindesk.com/ico-governance-deficit/
http://www.coindesk.com/when-is-a-smart-contract-actually-a-contract/
https://www.wlrk.com/webdocs/wlrknew/AttorneyPubs/WLRK.23820.15.pdf
https://www.wlrk.com/webdocs/wlrknew/AttorneyPubs/WLRK.23820.15.pdf
https://www.wlrk.com/webdocs/wlrknew/AttorneyPubs/WLRK.23820.15.pdf

